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PROGRESS REPORT 


Partnership” 


The Newark Housing Authority 
was created in 1937 by the 
Federal Housing Act. 


Its stated mission is to provide 
the people of the city of Newark 
with decent, safe, low-cost, 
quality housing. 


MESSAGE OF 
CHAIRPERSON OF BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS 


system is only as good as its components and I am pleased to commend 
Executive Director Harold Lucas for developing the components for what 
has become a very finely tuned system. 

In his brief tenure he has 

+ reorganized and streamlined daily functions; 

* succeeded in getting many diversified groups to become partners 
wich che NHA and move in one direction — forward; 

* made the NHA more responsive to the residents we serve, to che 
community in which we live, and to the agencies that provide our 
funding; 

+ and, most significantly, he got us off HUD's "troubled list 


Completing any one or two of these feats would 
be considered momentous. 

‘To accomplish all of them — and to do it in the 
first 18 months on the job — is phenomenal. This 
unprecedented achievement is a perfect manifesta- 
tion of his extraordinary leadership. 

We're off to a great start, but as Robert Frost 
wrote: “ But I (we) have promises to keep and miles 
to go before we sleep. 


Шав 


Gloria L. Cartwright `- 
Chairperson, NHA Board of Commissioners 


EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR'S 
MESSAGE 


Building Quality in Housing 


t takes more than mortar and brick to build quality in housing 
It takes people working together — people who are committed to, and 
believe in, making the NHA a part of che community as opposed to keeping 

it apart from the community. 

Through its unique partnership arrangements with che public and 
private sectors, with employees and residents, and with all levels of govern- 
ment, the NHA has moved dynamically to change both che perception and 
the viability of che agency. 

By forming a partnership with its residents: 

the NHA has stressed mutual responsibility and worked closely wich 
tenants in improving maintenance programs. The partnership has also 
declared war on drugs. 

By forming a partnership with its employees: 

the NHA has created a successful apprenticeship 
program, implemented and improved training 
programs, and established recognition programs to 
acknowledge outstanding work and longevity. 

By forming a partnership with its various unions: 
the NHA has successfully negotiated contract 
agreements and improved employee productivity. 

And by forming a partnership with the private 
sector and the federal, state, and local governments: 
the NHA has been able ro finance construction projects. 
and secure grants for major restoration, rehabilitation, 


and remodeling programs. 

The partnerships are working. The results are more efficient and effective. 
delivery of services, increased hope by the residents, and enhanced employee 
morale. 

This is perhaps the most productive time in the history of the Newark 
Housing Authority. And I'm very proud to say that our single most impor- 
tant accomplishment has been getting off HUD “trouble agency list." 

For the first time since the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development set up its national scorecard in the late 1970s, the NHA 
received a passing mark and was judged capable of managing its own affairs 

‘That could not be accomplished if we weren't working together — 


building quality in housing through partnership. 


5 Mor 


Harold Lucas 
Executive Director 


A New Beginning 


he Newark Housing Authority is in a construction boom. 


In late 1992, ground was broken for 100 new townhouses in the 
South and Central Wards; these are now occupied. 

In early 1993, a second project — this one for 124 townhouses in 
the Central Ward — was launched. 

Also, a private development of 42 townhouses in che North Ward 
was acquired, restored, and occupied. 

Construction has begun on 393 more townhouses in the West, 
Central, and North Wards. 

The Christopher Columbus Homes in the Central Ward are being 
demolished so more townhouses can be built at that site. 


‘The financial community's renewed faith in 
the ability of the Authority to successfully com- 
plete new building projects in a timely and cost- 
effective manner will make it possible for che 
NHA to fulfill its commitment to build 1,777 
new housing units within the next several years. 


Mayor Sharpe James, center, and Newark Housing Authority officials 
launch the Newark Housing Authority's series of construction project. 


Joining in the ground breaking ceremonies for 100 townbouses in 
the South and Central Wards, from left, are: NHA Executive 
Director Harold Lucas and NHA Commissioners Wilnora Holman, 


Gloria L. Cartwright, and Rolando Velazquez. 
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(Top) Newark’s skyline presents picturesque background as 


und. (Left) A mason 
dow frame. (Below) A 


new housing is constr 


puts finish 


crane lowers a townbouse unit onto a foundation. 


ewark is America's Renaissance City, and the Newark Housing Authority 
— the eighth largest in the nation — is enjoying a renaissance which is 
reflected in a growing sense of pride within the entire NHA family 

The Authority recently received a $50 million grant from che U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development to refurbish the 40-year- 
old Archbishop Thomas J. Walsh Homes. Part of the grant will be used for 
an economic development component to provide job training, literacy, and 
other programs for its tenants and residents in the surrounding community. 

Asa result of the special partnership arrangement with its residents, the 


Authority has developed a five-year, $200 million capital improvement 
program to modernize apartments and upgrade and replace major building 
systems throughout the properties. 


This program began with a 


0 million HUD grant which was used for 
major renovations at some 20 locations. These included restoring facades, 
replacing roofs, upgrading electrical systems, and repaving roadways and 
playgrounds. 


Henry Cisneros, left, Secretary of 
the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, presents 
the Newark Housing Authority 
with a $50 million grant to 
repair and remodel the 
Archbishop Thomas J. Walsh 
Homes, With bim, from left, 

are: Rep. Robert Menend 
(D. 13th District), who 
supported the NHAS application 
for the grant, NHA Chairperson 
Gloria L. Cartwright, and 
NHA Executive Director 
Harold Lucas. 


(Top) As a result of installing new boilers like these, the average age of the NHAS 135 boilers was reduced from 20 
to approximately 13 years and there was a drastic reduction in the number of no-heat complaints. 


(Below) A worker restores the facade on one of the units, 


he Newark Housing Authority has developed several programs to foster self- 
reliance and career development among its residents. At the same time, the 
Authority has enhanced its maintenance program without costs going 


through the roof 


Some residents are hired for temporary p as Partners in 


Pride to do routine maintenance. Others are enrolled in a pre-apprentice 


program sponsored in partnership with local labor. The im employs 


residents on a temporary basis, trains them in painting and tile setting, and 
provides the stepping stones necessary for them to get into an apprentice 
program. 

Many more residents work as volunteers — simply because they care 


Because of their confidence in the NHAS new leadership, the residents 
have made progress in addressing and resolving many of their concerns. 
Consequently, a newly found pride in the NHA family is beginning to 


emerge and blossom in a progressive environment. 


(Top) A resident in tbe pre-apprentice painting program. 
(Right) Resic 
development. 


mproving the Quality of 


he safety and well-being of its residents is a primary concern of the Newark 
Housing Authority. Efforts to improve the Authority' performance in 
these areas reflect che continuing dialogue between management and the 
residents. 

Security has been enhanced by making structural changes at the proper- 
ties, installing limited access systems in the buildings, issuing identifica- 
tion cards to the residents, and implementing more patrols. In addition, 
residents from all sites attended safety seminars sponsored by the Authority 
and conducted by the Newark Police Department's Crime Prevention Unit 

A 33-foot pediatric health mobile unit visits various sites regularly to 
provide preventive and acute care for children and offer education and coun- 
seling for parents. The Authority, in conjunction with the Newark Tenants 
Council, also sponsors child care centers, health fairs, and other programs to 
promote nutrition and good health. 
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During a campaign stop. Vice Presidential Candidate Al Gore complimented 
the Newark Children's Health Project — the result of a partnership between 
tbe NHA, the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey, and the 
City of Newarks Department of Health and Human Services. Staffed with 
health care personnel from UMDNJ, the 33-foot pediatric mobile unit visits 


many sites to provide care for children and health education and counseling 


to families. 


(Top left) Former NHA Chairperson Ida 


rd-access system at the 


Clark uses the ne 
Scudder Homes Elderly. The limited access sys- 
tem prevents unauthorized personnel from enter- 
ing the building. (Below) A volunteer takes a 
resident's blood pressure at a health fair 


Executive Director Harold Lucas discusses 
ith residents during one of bis 
its to the NHA's properties 


afety iss 


frequent. 


War on Drugs 


he Newark Housing Authority has used special Drug Elimination Grants 
from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development to enhance. 
security and rid common areas of non-residents who may be engaged in drug 
trafficking. This included making physical improvements — such as fences 
and additional lighting — and installing card-access systems for residents. 

The NHA targets illegal drug trafficking through tenant identification. 
cards, police patrols, a vigorous lease enforcement of anti-drug laws, and 
tenant surveillance which provides opportunities for resident employment. 
Dozens of people have been arrested for drug violations and, in a precedent- 
setting case, three residents were evicted prior to criminal conviction for 
substantial in a drug-related 

By interfacing with the community, developing recreational activities 
like basketball teams for children aged 8 to 16, and getting more parental 
involvement on a number of levels, the NHA hopes to reduce and eliminate 
drug-related activities on Authority properties. 


Opposite page: These two basketball teams represented the 
NHA and competed against teams from 10 otber bousing 
authorities in the Annual New Jersey Drug Elimination 
Basketball Tournament. The NHA sponsors recreational 
activities and conducts tutorial assistance and drug pre- 
vention and education classes as an alternative to the 
drug culture. It also has improved security measures at 
many sites and is working with local law enforcement 
agencies to fight drug-related activities 


More Effective and Efficient Operation 


he Newark Housing Authority reorganized its management and modern- 
ized its computer system to enhance operations. 

‘Two new Assistant Executive Director positions — one for administra- 
tion and the other for programs — were established to manage diverse 
operations and departments. In addition, competent, dependable depart- 
ment heads were named to supervise daily activities. As a result, an effective. 
management team has been established and has worked with employees in 
building a close-knit partnership. 

‘The operational effi 


iency and productivity of the Authority was greatly 
improved by the new computer system. All sites are now interconnected 
and share files and resources. Work previous) 
automatically 

Reports for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
are now completed — thoroughly and on time. Cost estimates for modern- 
ization projects are available before work starts. Duplicate record keeping 
has been eliminated. 


done manually is now done 


Up-to-the-minute information is available on tenant transfers and the 
Authority's waiting list. The Authority purged its waiting list from 8,000 
to 2,000 and opened it for the first time since 1987. 

The computer system also improved finances. Rental collection rose 
from 86 to 99 percent. Check processing time was reduced from five to two 
days. Accounting records are now closed out in 15 days instead of cwo 
months. 


Opposite page: (Top) Allen 
Bryon files away one of the. 
NHA' data processing 
tapes. (Left) Evan Lee 
enters more information 
into the computer 

(Right) The upgraded 
computer system enables 
Sandra Miller, left, and 
Kim Wo 
plete reports more quickly 


thington to com- 


System analysts Jacob Meenathathil, 
right, and Jihad Saleem test a cable 
connection on the NHA's modernized 


computer system. 


rsonnel With Heart 


he heart of every organization is its personnel, and the hearts of many 
Newark Housing Authority employees are close to home 

Nearly 14 percent of the NHAS 1,000 employees are residents. 
Additional residents are hired for part-time or temporary programs 
throughout the year 

The Authority provides vocational training and sponsors other programs 
to help employees improve skills. It also has several programs which recog- 
nize employees for outstanding work and longevity 

By demonstrating and practicing effective and caring leadership, the 


Authority has developed a new spirit of cooperation with its employees. 
This, in turn, has created positive relationships with residents. 


Opposite page: (Top two) Housing managers and maintenance 
superintendents display their certificates for completing a six-week train- 
ing program designed to improve the quality of services and create a more 

efficient and cost-effective maintenance system. (Left) Curtis Grayson, 
left, and Levi Bohannon, right, of NHA's Personnel Department, provide 
job information to students at a job fair. (Right) Peter Santos, of the 
Division of Family Services, gives some personalized tee-ball instruction. 


Some of the 46 employees — with 
a combined total of nearly 750 
years of service — honored at an 
annual recognition program that 
cites employees reaching multiples 
of five years of employment with 
the NHA. 


Working With Youth 


he Newark Hc 
of its young res 
the NHA communities, the Authority sponsors scouting and recreational 


sing Authority takes an active interest in che development 


lents. In addition to taking steps to help keep drugs out of 


programs. 
It also has established a scholarship program to encourage students to 

Since 1988, the NHA 

125,000 in scholarships or 


stay in school and continue their education. 


Scholarship Foundation has donated nearly 
book stipends to more than 80 NHA young residents. 

‘This program was recently expanded to include a 10-week summer 
internship program designed to give students hands-on experience in their 
course of study, if possible, and to strengthen other development skills. To 
augment the program, interns attend workshops on telephone etiquette, 
interviewing skills, dressing for success, and how to stay motivated. 

The Soweto Academy at Archbishop Thomas J. Walsh Homes is another 
example of the Authority's concern for its youth. Established a few years ago 
asan initiative of che NHA and che Rutgers Cooperative Extension Service, 
the after-school program has trained parents and other adults to teach chil- 
dren at the NHA complex. As a result, the children have excelled on stan- 


dardized achievement tests. 


Executive Director Harold 
Lucas watches scouts line up 
their Pinewood Derby race 


cars. 


esides developing and sponsoring programs for its residents, the Newark 
Housing Authority has also been an active partner with the Newark com- 
munity. 

NHA employees have been involved with many programs, including the 
annual Adopt-a-Child appeal, in cooperation with the Newark Tenants 
Council, during the Christmas holidays and have raised nearly $40,000 in 
the past two years for the Public Employees Charitable Campaign 

Employees and residents have joined together in numerous functions 


ranging from marching in several parades to forming the Voices of Hope 
Mass Choir which has performed at civic functions throughout the city 
The NHA has also worked with the clergy of Newark in developing an 
Adopt-a-Complex program. Some 12 churches throughout the city have 
established outreach programs to NHA residents of all ages. These include 
adult education, scouts, youth mentoring, AIDS ministry, women's employ 


ment network, and senior citizen transportation. 


vices of Hope Mass Choir which has performed at several functions throughout the 


Residents and tenants formed the NHA's V 


ity during the past two years 


NHA Commission 


Board of € 


Staff: 


Gloria L. Cartwright, Chairperson 
Wilnora Holman, Vice Chairperson 
Doris McCray-Crank, Treasurer 
Terry L. Pringle, Commissioner 
Lynell Robinson, Commissioner 
Zinnerford Smith, Commissioner 
Rolando Velazquez, Commissioner 


Gloria L. Cartwrighe 


Lynell Robinson 


Harold Lucas, Executive Director 
Johnson Abraham, Assistant Executive Director, Administration 
Robert Graham, Assistant Executive Director, Programs 

Frank Armour, General Counsel. 
Donald D. Baker, Director, Fina 
Anthony Barroqueiro, Director, Housing Management 


Joseph Bianco, Director, Redevelapment 


Tyrone Harley, Director, Modern 
Joseph Menella, Director, Personnel 

Harry Robinson, Director, Public Information 

Vernita Sias-Hill, Director, Administration Department 


Terry L. Pringle 


Zinnerford Smith Rolando Velazquez 


COMBINED BALANCE SHEETS 
Fiscal Years Ending on March 31, 1993 and 1992 


ASSETS March 31, March 31, 
1995 1992 


820,162 


Cash $2,139,969 $ 
Restricted cash and short term investments — 7,715,097 
HUD Annual contributions receivable and 7,163,202 14,001,878 


other debt amortization fund 
Accounts receivable 
Cost incurred in excess of requisitions 


City of Newark 1,048,011 1,215,801 
HUD 10,126,107 7,767,774 
Tenants 2,020,979 925 
Other 3,027,447 889,602 

Investments. 24,162,932 46,865,806 
Funds held by fiscal agents 8,054,865 — 
Inventory 746,413 603,814 
Prepaid expenses and deferred charges 1,014,066 447,099 
Development and project costs and land, 756,389,868 744,013,067 
structures and equipment. TIAE 
TOTAL ASSETS $815,893,859 $828,663,025 


LIABILITIES AND CAPITAL 


Accounts payable 
$ 1,405,005 

Vendors 
Other 

Accrued liabilities 

Deferred credits 

Project notes payable 

Project notes payable — non - HUD 

ble 


us 149,156,982 
ES 2,104,809 


Bonds pay 56,562,154 


Fixed liabilities 200,741 2 


‚423,974 


TOTAL LIABILITIES 7218,467,009 
CAPITAL 597,426,850 601,239,051 
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND CAPITAL $815,893,859  $828,663,025 


NHA Executive Director Harold Lucas and HUD Secretary Henry Cisneros 


The Newark Housing Authority 
is committed to quality housing. 


In 1994 and beyond, NHA 
will continue to be active in urban 
and in new I 


housing units for Newark residents. 


N J. DOCUMENTS 
NEWARK LIBRARY 


NEWARK HOUSING AUTHORITY STAFF 


Gloria Currey-Williams Executive Director's Office 


DIVISION of FAMILY SERVICES: 


Carolyn Reese Hollis Rodgers 

Chief of Family Services Family Services 

Newark Housing Authority Newark Housing Authority 
24-38 Lock Street 24-38 Lock Street 
Newark, NJ 07103 Newark, NJ 07103 
Delmore Washington Delores Warren 

Family Services Family Services 

Newark, Housing Authority Bradley Court Manager's Office 
24-38 Lock Street 46 North Munn Avenue 
Newark, NJ 07103 Newark, NJ 07106 
Olufemi Olawale Ansara Id'Deen 

Family Services Family Services 

Seth Boyden Elderly Bradley Court Elderly 
Manager's Off. Manager's Office 

27 Foster Street 27 Foster Street 

Newark, NJ 07114 Newark, NJ 07114 


Catherine Todd 

Family Services 

Stella Wright Manager's Office 
159 Spruce Street 

Newark, NJ 07108 
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HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF NEWARK 
MEMORANDUM 


NEWARK HOUSING AUTHORITIY LIBRARY PROGRAM 


1. BAXTER TERRACE 
202 Orange Street, Newark, № 07103 


Annette Harvey, Library Site Manager 

206 Orange Street Apt. 3A 

Newark, NJ 07103 (201)623-0423 (H) 
(201)877-2300 (W) 


Wendon Grady, Jr., Library Site Manager 
212 Orange Street Apt. 3B 
Newark, NJ 07103 (201)642-8055 


Louise Williams, Tenant President (201)622-0322 (H) 
218 Orange Street Apt. 2B (201)430-3894 (O) 
Newark, NJ 07103 


Jerry Johnson, Manager (201)430-2672(0) 
Baxter Terrace 

25 Summit Street 

Newark, NJ 07103 


2. SETH BOYDEN ELDERLY 
27 Foster Street, Newark, NJ 07114 


Catherine Greer, Library Site Manager 
120 Dayton Street Apt. 

Newark, NJ 07114 

(201)596-1007 


James Young, Manager (201)430-2701 (O) 
Seth Boyden Elderly 

27 Foster Street 

Newark, NJ 07114 


Lavern Clark, Tenant President 
130 Dayton Street Apt. 8D 
Newark, NJ 07114 


NEWARK HOUSING AUTHORITY LIBRARY PROGRAM. .................PGu 


3. JAMES C. WHITE MANOR 
516 Bergen Street, Newark, NJ 07108 


Susan Wilkins, Library Site Manager 
516 Bergen Street Apt. 

Newark, NJ 07108 

(201)643-1183 


Willie Edwards, Manager (201)242-8258 (0) 
James C, White Manor 

516-518 Bergen Street 

Newark, NJ 07108 


Wilnora Holman, Tenant President (201)824-4694 (H) 
516 Bergen Street Apt. 4R 
Newark, NJ 07108 


Mabel King, Vice President 
516 Bergen Street Apt. 2 S 
Newark, NJ 07108 


4. SOUL-O-HOUSE- STELLA WRIGHT HOMES 
178 Prince Street, Newark, NJ 07018 


Danetta Ray, Library Site Manager 
280 Prince Street Apt. 5D 

Newark, NJ 07108 

(201)645-9002 


Edna Thomas, Director (201)643-3888/3889(0) 
Soul-O-House (201)643-4142 (H) 
P.O. Box 3278 

Newark, NJ 07103 


Alice Culpepper, Manager (201)430-2643 (0) 
Stella Wright Homes 

159 Spruce Street 

Newark, NJ 07108 


Lynn King, Manager (201)430-2780 (0) 
Stella Wright Homes 

159 Spruce Street 

Newark, NJ 07108 


Movena Ross, Tenant President 
254 Prince Street Apt. 6F 
Newark, NJ 07108 


NEWARK HOUSING AUTHORITY LIBRARY PROGRAM ......... ii... PG3 


5. BRADLEY COURT 


46 North Munn Avenue, Newark, NJ 07106 


Otto Manuel 

82 North Munn Avenue Apt. 1 
Newark, NJ 07106 
(201)373-5669 

(201)372-3249 


Brenda Moore, Manager 
Bradley Court 

46 North Munn Avenue 
Newark, NJ 07106 


Mary Carter,Tenant President 
50 North Munn Avenue Apt. 
Newark, NJ 07106 


(201)430-2778/2680 (0) 


(201)372-2071 (H) 


NEWARK PUBLIC LIBRARY STAFF 


Wilma J. Grey 
Project Direct 
201)733-7730 


Mary Teasley 
Library Site Coordinator 
(201)733-7735 


library.18 


or 


Dolores Moses 
Library Site Coordinator 
(201)733-7735 


HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF NEWARK 
READING SATELLITE CENTERS 


FACT SHEET 


Five (5) Sites 
Baxter Terrace (family): Bradley Court (family): James C. White Manor (senior): Seth Boyden 
Elderly (senior); and Soul-O-House (drug rehabilitation program at the Stella Wright Homes site). 


Size 
Baxter Terrace is the largest site with four computer terminals; four handcrafted modular table 
units; hand-made book shelves for more than 2,000 books. Each of the other sites will have one 
computer terminal and all will have a television/VCR ur 


All computers are connected to the Newark Public Library's mainframe. Each site will feature 
daily newspapers, periodicals, encyclopedias, literacy books, recreational books, multi-cultural 
books, Afro-American literature, fiction and nonfiction books. 


Needs Assessment. 
A resident survey was conducted to ascertain what types of books would be appropriate for their 
population. 


Special Programs 
A G.E.D. program is to be initiated as well as a literacy program. 


Staff Training 
Two librarians from the Newark Public Library trained six Newark Housing Authority residents 
to be full-time librarian site managers, providing them with the requisite computer training. 


"Building Quality in Housing Through Partnership" 
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N.J. DOCUMENTS 
NEWARK LIBRARY 
BAXTER TERRACE LIBRARY ROOM GRAND OPENING 
CONGRESSIONAL REP| TIVES 
REPRESENTATIVE 
Honorable Frank Lautenberg Monica Slater Sa 
United Staes Senate Special Assistant 
Honorable William Bradley Edward Deveaux 
United States Senate Special Assistant 
owa 


Honorable Donald Payne 
United States House of Representatives Special Assistant 
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Newark Housing Authority Exe 
с р, review plans for 194 ри 


Abon kickoff furthers effort... 
to remake Newark public housing  * 


L Г By BARRY CARTER 
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cutive Director Harold Lucas, left, and Ralph Serge, president of fne Kemsco 
lic housing townhouses during groundbreaking ceremonies at 
North 


Who also is a state senator, 
ts сиу 


said deine 
maintenance, moin andi 
screening c 


in the initial months of the pr 
ауе are standing ere today saluting this gound: 


u among the 

d West wards of the city, have been de- 

he housing can and will be an asset to the 

Executive Director Harold Luas sald 
ng a a ground-breakin 

y incorporating the “oper densities and building 

ig all we can so that resi- 

lents will ing, and vil 

hereby work to make the neighborhoods better," Lucas 


Construction of the townhouses stem from a federal 
ing the housing authority to build 


jewark 


Vat oration un the authority replaced units razed 


ight. 
The $20 milion project, financed through the New Jer. 


gether to demand new housing to be i 
Finn, executive director of the coalitio 
tie added housing advocates hope the project "wil 


"Said Stephen 


velopment of all promised replacement housing closer to 
completion” 

"The groundbreaking, held in the West Ward on North 

after the housing authority de- 

'olumbus 


North Ward Councilman Anthon 


о empha re. 
sponsibility, saying the housing au 
thority should seek tenants who want 

be fully integrated into the commu 


house projects in 18 months by the housing authority. Cur- 
rently there are 659 units under contract, and 199 more are 
slated to get under way this year. 

reat?” NHA Commissioner Gloria Car- 
T believe we must be doing something 


stated residents must realizt 
the Ld is nat a hansing pro 
ur home, "he said. 


damit asked. 
ris 


Housing and Mortgage Finance 
Agency, is being built by Kemsco De 
lopment Group of Newark. 

planned in June 


е West 


wark Mayor Sharpe aes said 
И В le buda 
every ward of the city, "an 


part is that it doesn't look like public 
ousing. 


looks the same as market-rate 
James said. “People are 
oy and saying Can 1 buy them, 
They dont believe t's publi housing 


KEN: 
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THE STAR-LEDGER, Tuesday, March 30, 1993 


U.S. grant to let Newark library establish satellites at housing complexes 


By TERRI P. GUESS 


‘The Newark Housing Authority and the city's publie li- 
brary yesterday were awarded a grant by the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Housing and Urban Development 


$500,000 to bring literacy resources to five sites 


Under the program, public library staff will train, su 
pervise and support on-site managers, The library director 
said responsibil for the progra wil gradually be trans- 


elite libraries at five public асса 

ihe announcement of the 9500000 grant was made 
dufing a cere so Sees e 
ofthe proposed p^ 


to open at Bradley Court, Seth Boyden, James C. White 
Manor and the Soul-O-House at Stella Wright Homes. 
Housing authority commissioner Gioria Cartwright 


Boyd said a broad array of modern technological re- 
ca mcg ton ad video projectors, tape recorders, 


residents has been well established,” said Harold Lucas, ex- 


interest on the part of residents. strong tenant Tender, 


"Several national and regional research studies have 
shown that public housing residents are often physically, 
economically and social 
and easi 


the library to the people rary resource and 
service centers al selected housing sites,” he added. 
In addition to Baxter Terra, library resource centers 


co monks end computer sta 
linked 
tiet Newar Panie Library lies 


hh may 


yd added, “It is our hope that these centers would 
Em c of the housing Er ls 


‘open as early as September, will se 
froups~senior citizens, youth and families and recovering 
youthful substance a 
He sad each cone will have specie materials pro- 
vided for its target po and will 
ational i ie si materi The irae wi si: di p 
vide a full 


grant, said the project is unique, 


tion “is the best way 


ling th 
to utilize cos ai dud 

“Tt just le who know how to 
deal with eraty and cita ne with people who 
deal with the quality of life, Jur most valu- 


fiction book 


sibility ^ 


lie encourage to visit an 
uve th meighborhood branch and main library facili 


vise Williams, president of the Baxter Terrace Ten- 
ants poen said she was "excited" about the pro. 
gram, whieh would “enhance the community, uplift the 
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STARTING OVER 


Newark returns to '88 townhouse project 


By BARRY CARTER 


yu at a tract in Newark's Central Ward 
where public housing townhouse construction was initiated. 
in 1988—a year after se were demolished 
with great fanfare — but this time housing officials vowed the 
Project would be complete 
tion began anew yesterday on townhouses at 
Scudder Homes, where 


pletion in the summer of 1995; As part of the project, nad 
ditional 49 units are to be built in the East We 

rit ks ago, ground 
yas broken for 194 townhouse units in the North and West 


Jan you believe it?" asked Gloria Cartwright, chair- 
woman of tne housing authority board. c housing au- 


were destroyed in à heavy windstorm and went u 
pleted as the project bogged down in ga action between 
the general contractor and ihe 


failed project had led to sharp public criticism of the 

i ire you, as we stand gathered here today, 
that such a situation wil never again occur at the NHA, and 
lt today’s ceremony not only permanently put to res any 


Public housing residents at the ceremony were hopeful 
the Seudder townhouse construction would go as plar 


Willans, a resident of the complex, said she 
stole be ima they are com leted. 

qe s] been here for 21 years, and its time for change; 
she 


“Id Clark, a resident of Seudder Homes Elderly and a 
IA commissioner, said she was happy to see the 
construction restart. She was a board member during the 


negative past 
rent achioverenis the NHA "Lucis ud. 
Jn 1987 and 1988, the housing authority demolished 00 


“It seems we are beginning to realize our dreams," 
Clark said, “We're in a new day, with a new administration, 


vacant. 


101 
Jersey City. 

After the windstorm knocked down the uncompleted 
units during long-delayed construction, the NHA halted the 
project and charged City Construction with default of con- 
tract, alleging that the work was shoddy and behind sche 
ule. 


Th 18202 million 


ау 
public housing built throughout the city and stated the 
townhouses will add to the revitalization of the Central 
We 


al Ward Couneilman George Branch called his 
district the fastest growing section of the city. He added 


Ground is broken for townhouses as the remaining Scudder Hames high-rises oom in the background 


federal court agreement mandating the housing author 
buid 1,777 unis to replace apartments destroyed under 
is dln progam the lat 

agreement was reached folowing a 1989 lawsuit by 
the Neva Coalition for Low Income Housing tht pre 
Vented the authority from demolishing additional high-rises 


the townshi required under a 


Te cin vigilance in enforcing the settlement agree 
ment hs led to construction of new bou 

h for бета years has marked te past failures oi 
NA de blid housing in a quality and competent manne, 
Finns: 

"ne coalition will use al its resources to monitor the 


NEA’ he mistakes of 


Stephen Finn, said, 
A 


the past he added. 


Project literacy 


Resource centers opening at five housing complexes 


By REGGIE GARRETT 


The Baxter Terrace housing com- 
plex, named after the first African- 
American school principal in New Jer- 
sey, will serve as the “hub” for five new 
public housing literacy facilities, 
rk Public Library and 
the Newark Housing Authority (NHA) 
have received a $500,000 grant from 
the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) to begin 
tablishing the resource centers. 
Has and NHA officials said 
the centers at Baxter Terrace, Seth 
Boyden, Bradley Court, Soul-O-House 
at Scudder Homes and the James C. 
White Manor will be open by Septem- 


Presently, the learning centers. 
are in the "architectural stages," s 
the NHA's Harold Lucas, executive 
director. 

inging educational resources 
closer to public housing residents will 
help decrease tenant associations with 
drug activity, Lucas said. 

“ don't think law enforcement 
agencies are going to have a chance, 
unless we get some education to our 
children in our complexes," said 
Lucas. “Catching them is one thing, 
but it’s another thing for them to un- 
derstand." 

rt of the attempt to provide 
more productive outlets for tenants, 


each center will have specific materi- 
als for target populations, 

Terrace and Bradley 
Court will be used as family and youth 
centers; the James C. White Manor 
and Seth Boyden will target senior cit- 
izens, and Soul-O-House will focus on 
the recovering young substance 


г. 

Louise Williams, president of the 
Baxter Terrace Tenants Association, 
and Terrie Burford, vice president, 
both agreed that the project is a first 
step to educate young and old alike. 

“This has been needed for a long 
time. It's our first step to capturing 
everybody," said Williams, 

Wiliams, who has been president 


a 


ne year, 
opu EA DEO 
aged residents and senior citizens 
will benefit from the project, 

james Baxter, a Newark 


was a strong proponent of reading and 
education. 
he years, however, the im- 
portance of literacy has steadily de- 
creased at the complex named in his 
honor, Burford sai 
о 
Bar, Hn sar 
uud selected, 
along wi Ihe fourether public hous- 
Ing locations, for several reasons, said 
Dr. Alex Boyd, the director of the 
Newark Public Library. 

Boyd said the small, self-con- 
tained library rooms will enhance the 
lives of families, reflect the interest of 
residents and maintain the needs of 


“We are committed to making 
this project a great success,” 
Boyd, adding that the project zm 
the support of “resourceful” commu- 
nity-minded people, 

In announcing the program last 
Monday, Boyd and Lucas were joined. 
by Mayor Sharpe James, Rep. Don: 
Payne (D-10th Dist), Central Ward 
Councilman George Branch and East 
Ward Councilman Heh Martinez 

Payne, à member of the House 


Please turn to N2 


Centers opening at 5 housing sites 


"Continued from NT 


Education and Labor Committee, has 


y and Frank Lautenberg, both 
New fo Democrats. 
pealed for funding in 
1091 tote subcommtes on veles 
administration, the Department of 
lopment, and 
independent agencies. 
funds subsequently were ap- 
propriated by the House to bring liter- 
acy programs to Newark later that 
year. 


е said his colleagues in 
ухи n initially felt that the 
500,000 request was too much for lit- 
erac prog 

E a one-of-a-kind program. 
Noise ike this s going on anywhere 
else in the US,” id, 
the partnership a prime sis ot 
the city utilizing its 

: — Throughout history, “the “sup: 


pressed" African-American has been 
Genie his or her literacy, James said. 
jewark’s emphasis on literacy, he 
said, is like the light at the end of a 
tunnel 
Knowledge is power; knowledge 
le you to get a better job,” 
James told the 50 residents attending 
е ceremony in the Baxter Terrace 
recreation center. 
creased education will lead 
people to better job: jobs 
will lead to “more pay,” the mayor 
s 


Each center will be stocked with 

a varii o paperback, magazines, 
and fiction and non-fiction books. 

The selection will meet the edu- 

cational needs of the target groups 

staffed by on site resident 

as liaisons be- 

tween the host snp and the New- 


ark Public 
Sta brarans wil train, super. 

vise and support the resident manag: 

ers assigned to each site by ordering 


materials and evaluating program ac- 
Grey, assistant director for 


me A. the es activities at the 
public libr 

On er also will be equipped 
with modern technological resources, 
including film, video projectors, tape 
recorders, videocassette players, com- 
puter stations and video stations. 

Branch said the libraries will be 
an asset to the community if the 
ye eda: roperly. 


“You the money in 
the word, but you ame to be able to 
put it to work,” said 


cus ebnehuded toe 90-minute 
ceremony by noting the "good feeling" 
of having so many employees from 
Newark remain in the city to help im- 
prove the quality of life for the next 
generation. 
"Orly by us are we going to im- 
prove us” he said. 


